The future
The Centre’s objective is to build on its
achievements to date and explore further
ways in which its link to the Catholic Church
and faith communities worldwide – which are
often on the frontline in the struggle against
human trafficking and modern slavery – can
provide additional insights into ‘what works’
most effectively on the ground, with a focus
on providing both academically rigorous
and policy-relevant ideas for the UK and
other governments. The Centre also plans to
expand its teaching activities into areas such
as support for the rehabilitation of victims of
modern slavery.
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Flagship research centre established in 2015
to respond to the increased awareness of the
growing scale of human trafficking and slavery
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The Centre for the Study of Modern
Slavery (CSMS) was established
in 2015 as a ‘flagship’ research
centre, part of St Mary’s University’s
commitment to respond to the
increased awareness of the growing
scale of human trafficking and slavery
in the UK and across the globe.
In 2014, the Home Office estimated that there
were 10-13,000 potential victims of modern
slavery exploited in the UK alone; a figure
believed to represent just the tip of the iceberg.
Worldwide, the figure for those who are subject
to human trafficking, slavery, servitude and
forced labour is estimated at over 40 million.
The Centre is part of Cardinal Vincent Nichols’
initiative to combat slavery and trafficking,
along with Bakhita House (a London-based
safe-house for trafficked women) and the
Santa Marta group, which seeks to co-ordinate
the efforts of law enforcement authorities,
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and
governments worldwide. The Centre’s role is to
support this initiative with research that will feed
into anti-slavery and human trafficking policy at
the highest level, in the UK and internationally,
and to contribute to education and awarenessraising.
The Centre has built up a strong network
of partners in civil society, law enforcement,
universities and government. Honorary research
fellows active in the Centre have expertise in
social work, policing, business, organised crime
and survivor support, and internal partners
at St Mary’s include academic experts in law,
media, bioethics and criminology. This enables
the Centre to approach the multifaceted issue
of modern slavery and human trafficking from a
wide-ranging perspective.
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The Centre’s new Director is Sir Tom
Phillips, a former senior British diplomat and
Commandant of the Royal College of Defence
Studies. His deputy is Dr Carole Murphy.

} Modern Slavery and Survivor Support

} MA in Human Trafficking, Migration and
Organised Crime
Now in its second year, this unique
postgraduate programme offers UK and
international students the opportunity to study
modern slavery and human trafficking from a
wide and interdisciplinary perspective.

Achievements to date
The Centre has already achieved a number
of significant successes, including research
undertaken for the UK Home Office looking
at the role of organised crime in human
trafficking and modern slavery, and an
analysis of current support provision for
survivors of modern slavery in the UK. In its
short life, the Centre has advised the National
Crime Agency, established an MA in Human
Trafficking, Migration and Organised Crime,
and organised some major public events.

} Awareness raising
The Centre is committed to providing
awareness-raising training and education
on the topic of modern slavery, and has
delivered sessions to diverse audiences, from
local to international and including the Global
Sustainability Network, the National Board of
Catholic Women and sixth-form students.

Research and policy
} Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery:
Organised Crime?
The Centre carried out a major study to
analyse the role of organised crime in
human trafficking and modern slavery from
Albania, Nigeria and Vietnam, and key
‘transit’ countries, to the UK. The project was
funded by the Home Office’s Modern Slavery
Innovation Fund and provided comprehensive
reports with recommendations for law
enforcement and government response.
The research will help in the shaping of
policymakers’ future approach to human
trafficking from these countries, and
contributes a more nuanced understanding of
the involvement of organised crime in modern
slavery and human trafficking.

Education and awareness

Research carried out by the Centre identified
the significant and detrimental gaps in service
provision and long-term support for survivors
of modern slavery in the UK. The report, A
Game of Chance? Long-term support for
victims of modern slavery, explored findings
from interviews throughout the UK with
NGOs, support agencies and law
enforcement, and provided recommendations
for policymakers. These findings have
contributed to the evidence base for
advocates of improved statutory support for
survivors of modern slavery.

The first international conference took place
in February 2017, at which the Centre
was officially launched. More than 150
delegates were in attendance, including
policymakers, academics, law enforcement,
NGOs and other practitioners. As well as
hearing about cutting-edge research, policy,
practice and policing, the conference was a
valuable opportunity for networking and the
development of interdisciplinary projects.

} Evaluation of Survivor Support Services
The Centre has carried out independent
evaluations of three support providers
for survivors of modern slavery and
human trafficking. This has helped those
organisations to see the impact of their work
and consider possible areas for improvement.
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